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BY STAC1A GLENN
sglcnn@thenewstrjbune.co,n

Nine members of the
Pierce County sheriff’s
embattled drug unit have
filed $1.5 million claims
against Prosecuting At
torney Mary Robnett,
former Sheriff Paul Pastor
and five others in their
administrations.

The claims were filed
this week with Pierce
County Risk Miñàgement

The sheriff’s Specia
Investigation Unit was
disbanded in April after
concerns arose that mem
bers had violated multiple
policies and procedures,
including writing fake,
police reports and
conducting improper
searches.

No final determinations
have been made.

Ten members of the unit
were placed on the prose
cutors “potential impeach
mnenrnn~wjtn~s

jjs1,” which means in
formation that calls into
question their credibility
must be turned over to
defense attorneys.

Both the Sheriff’s De
partment and the Prose
cutor’s Office conducted
investigations and gener
ated documents ~‘dis
paraging me that were
extremely untrue and
portrayed me as being
dishonest or lying,” ac
cording to a claim filed by
deputy Lucas Cole. “V
myself and other members
of.SIU spoke out against
this dishonesty and other
matters of public interest,
we were removed from our
positions and case assign
ments and reassigned to
other assignments and the
drug unit was dimbanded.”

Similar claims were filed
by Lt. Cynthia Fajardo,
Sgt. Chris Adamson, de
tectives Darrin Rayner,
Ryan Olivarez, Elizabeth
Reigle and Shaun Darby,
and deputies Jason Bray
and James Maas.

Sgt. Tommie Nicodethus
is the only member of the
Special Investigation Unit
that was placed on the
impeachment list who has
not filed a claim against
the departments.

Named in the claims are
Pastor, who retired
Wednesday, Undersheriff
Brent Bomkamp, chief of
staff Mike Blair, Robnett,
deputy prosecuting at
torneys James Schacht and
Fred Wist, and prose
cutor’s investigator Keith
Barnes.

Both departments said
they could not comment
on the claims because they
had not yet received them.

An internal investigation
conducted by the Kitsap
County Sheriff’s Office
wrapped up earlier this
month and found Fajardo,
Adamsori, Olivarez, Darby
and Nicodemus might
have violated several
policies.

The drug unit remains
disbanded and all mem
bers have been reassigned
to patrol or th~GrimjjaaJ,
~

“My reputation and
truthfulness are essential
in this career field, and
both have been unques
tionably damaged,” Cole
wrote in his claim.

Olivarez said he was
hoping to go work for an
Out-of-state law enforce
ment agency but the attack
on his reputation has ruin
ed that opportunity and
dashed his dré~ms of be
ing a narcotics investiga
tor. He also argues in his

FACEBOOKCOM/TACOMANEWSTRIBUNE,, TWITTER.COMITFIENEWSTRIB,JNE

claim that disbanding the
unit “over time allowed
the drug trafficking to
skyrocket in the Pierce
County area.”

Members of the unit
have suffered stress-in
duced ailments, depres
sion, anxiety and insomnia
due to the investigations
and attack on their cred
ibility, forcing them to take
sick leave, according to the
claims.

Darby says in his claim
he has used more sick time
in the last seven months
than in the 21 years he has
workedior the Sheriff’s
Department, adding that
the two departments have
“ruined my life and ca-.
reer.”

Drug unit members also
say they have been impact
ed financially by loss of
overtime and impact to
their retirement funds,
•have lost the ability to

a.J ~t3~~—’1~j

c~ p~-’kic ~‘ t~ iji~ ~ej d2iif e~( h~ €L)4~ CO//f

c~ ¶)O ~ Cr4~/~/ ‘~1)~j
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9 members of Pierce County
~.LIrUg.uni file $t’5M .tiaim:sr~

3A

work undercover and have
had their reputations irrep
arably damaged.

“I have incurred irrepa
• rable damage to my excel

lentré~tation ~nd wdrk~
ethic,” Maas wrote in his
claim. “It has caused me to
question my continued
work for a department that~
I have given 25 years of my ~
life to.” ~l.

The Pierce County Sher
iff’s Department is looking Y~jj~ ~
for an outside agency with
narcotics expertise to re
view the internal investiga-.~ ~
tion and determine which
policies were violated and
what discipline is appropri- •

ate for members of the
drug unit.

Some drug unit mem
bers could be removed
from the impeachment list.

“It is entirely possible
that some of the SIU mem
bers will be cleared by the
investigation,” said Adam
Faber, spokesman for the
Prosecutor’s Office. “They
would then be removed
from the list. We are still
reviewing the investiga
tion.”

Stacia Glenn:
253-597-8653,
@stacia_glenn
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QUESTIONS & CONCERNS
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4TE.____________

/ThPatient Name: 1çj4 zf-~ ii ~ (P

WHO DO YOU WANT TO TALK TO?:

TOPIC (please make it brief): ~l /~
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RETURNED MAIL
~lJ i~:i1t Ii

A~iflifli~1i~t~Oii J

S ________

Return To: Date:
The Mail / Distribution Center is returning this item to you for
the following reason(s):

E Incomplete / Incorrect “Delivery address”
fl Need.s NAME, WARD#, i~W&j ~ ~r ~.i4~L~ L’~L-~~ ~ /_/24.c1~~!~).,4., ~‘~“‘~

anu ~ ~ ~ ~j~1-it~

RETURN ADDRESS of: ~ j

~1 Writing illegible
L~ Does not meet USPS addressing standards (See back)
E Ineligible for free postage (WSH Policy 10.10 Mail Rights)
~ Exceeds allowable free letters (WSH Policy 10.10 Mail Rights)

• 3 letters per week February through October
• 5 letters ~er week November through January

MAIL I DISTRIBUTION CENTER Ext. 2296
CENTERHOURS: 1O:OOAM-11:3OAM

1:OOPM-3:OOPM
Monday - Friday

CLOSED WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

~i~H 20-Ui
(rev 09/2019) Cherry

Other:

~ ~-L ~

Proper Addressing Will Assure FaSter
Delivery And Processing Of Your MaiL

“Thank You”

J~1
~

96a~~aileeeem-Bi~-&W~.
Lakewood WA. 98498
~ ~/s~J
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1 & Health Services -

rranslorong&ves RETURNED MAIL
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Return To: Date:
The Mail / Distribution Center is returning this item to you for
the following reason(s):

El Incomplete / Incorrect “Delivery address”
LI Needs NAME, WARD#,

and . V

RETURN ADDRESS of: .,

LI Writing illegible
‘El Does not meet USPS addressing standards (See back)
El Ineligible for free postage (WSH Policy 10.10 Mail Rights)
~ Exceeds allowable free letters (WSH Policy 10.10 Mail Rights) —

• 3 letters perweek February through October
• 5 letters per week November through January

Other:

[.~, \~ ~- 2-1~ ~
L~f4-..-- /~-r-1’~e:( ~‘i~-~ /-~t’~ ~ ~ ~j —a. ~

I ~ if 7. - j / .- ~. ~
L\ ti ‘r ~L-~si~) U “~.- ~f~’ ‘~ ~

Prop-er Addressi.n.g WiN Assure. Faster ~

Delivery And Processing Of Your Mail. ~
“Thank You”

MAIL I DISTRIBUTION CENTER Ext. 2296
CENTER HOURS: 10:00AM - 11:30 AM

1:OOPM-3:00PM
Monday - Friday.

CLOSED WEE~~ENDSAND HOLIDAYS

\VSH 20-Ui Page 1 o~ 2
(rev 09/2019) Cherry

akewood WA. 98498
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ORDER FOR ISSUANCE OF [SUBPOENA]

Plaintiff/Petitioner, [SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM]
~ J~ 7~j~?c~(~ .~ C

I ~ ~ ~-‘-‘ ~

VS. ~~ 4~ee ~—c~’
~fC~C/~~t ~ — ~4LId~ ~F,

1~ C~J~~ u~?~4. ~
~ a9~-~>.~ ~ — ‘~i (~4~~74 LJ~ P

Defendant/Respondent. ~ ~) ~-/~f~ ~4 p~..vrs b~ ~

~ C(~-.j~7) C~-~’~ ~
~ r’~1’~- t (~,O ~

This matter came before the undersigned, ex parte, on the motion of the ~“-~‘ ~ ff~’ ‘-‘~‘• P~ ~ j

[plaintiff/petitioner] [defendant/respondent] for issuance of a [subpoena] [subpoena duces tecum] to

S e~ 1~&/~~ ~jL4. f~-/’p~ES ~ for [hearing][trial] on _________

considered the motion and being fully advised, it is

ORDERED as follows:

1. The motion is granted;

2. The clerk of the court shall issue a [subpoena] [subpoena duces tecum] to

directing [her] [him] to appear at [hearing] [trial] at the time and
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